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Perhaps the most critical question in the pedagogy of one's 

own life concerns the passage from an unthinking to a rational 

faith. Most men begin their religious life with a 
The Passage . , . . , .. 

Un certain amount of unquestioning acceptance of reli- 

th/nking to an gious truth. Their faith finds a basis, not in reason, 
Intelligent but in authority — either that of a teacher or of 
A T " other people's experience. In the case of many 

persons life produces no change in faith, and a man dies as he 
has lived, accepting vital truths without either intellectual dis- 
sent or assent. But in the case of many other men there come 
times when such an unreasoning acceptance of God and truth is 
no longer possible, or, at least, is unsatisfactory, and an attempt 
is made, as far as possible, to base faith upon grounds which can 
command the assent of one's intelligence. 

This we call a critical matter in a man's religious life ; but it 

may be doubted whether it is half as critical for an honest man as 

the attempt to lead another from an unthinking to a 

Difficulties in rat ; ona i faith. For there is involved, not merely the 
the Teacher's . . , ... , , , , , 

Attempt question of one s own religious health, but also 

the entire question of the possibility of leading 

another mind through change into a new spiritual experience. 

There is the difficulty that the teacher will not only unsettle but 

destroy another's faith. There is the danger that, in breaking 

down the old authority upon which faith was based, there will 

be also broken down the moral authority which controlled the 
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other's life. There is the constant possibility of being mis- 
understood and misjudged ; and, above all, there is the very strong 
probability that most people care very little whether their faith 
is rational or not. 

Is the effort worth the pains ? If superstition gives birth to 
honesty, why attempt to abolish it ? If unthinking faith and 

conventional acceptance of doctrine make a man's 
Is it Worth 
Attempting? ^ e P ure anc * h e ^P^ u '' wn y not leave him enjoying 

things so effective ? Why compel him to run the 
risks with which the educational problem confronts one ? To put 
it all in a sentence : Is the religious teacher, whether he be in the 
pulpit or in the Sunday school or elsewhere, to be advised to 
lead another toward what seems to him a wider and more help- 
ful conception of God and religious truth, provided that in such 
an attempt he disturbs the foundations upon which the other 
man's faith has rested ? 

The difficulties in the query are not merely rhetorical. Prob- 
ably no man who is deliberately attempting such an educa- 
tional process escapes the feeling at times that his 
f efforts are gratuitous and ill-advised, if not hurtful. 

It is far easier for a teacher to withdraw from such 
efforts than to devote himself to discovering their proper method. 
A Sunday-school teacher who finds his young class unable to fol- 
low the intellectual experience through which he himself has 
passed is tempted to say that the experience may very well 
be kept in the background, and the boy or girl be allowed to 
follow along the line of such religious thought as circumstances 
may determine. The preacher who has had a similar growth in 
his conception of God and Christianity is tempted for a thousand 
reasons, prudential and otherwise, to keep his new experience 
out from his sermons and prayers, and confine himself to such 
truth which, if indeed it does not stimulate, at least will not 
startle. A teacher in a theological school is under still further 
temptation to allow the unthinking masses to dictate to him the 
measure according to which he shall share his own intellectual 
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growth in religion with those who are very likely to misinter- 
pret his teachings. 

All these considerations are of weight ; but, after all, of not 
much weight. All truth may be dangerous, and must be as care- 
fully handled as an explosive, but such considera- 
Must Share tions do not really affect the main question. They 
New Truth simply emphasize the need that the teacher who 
with the Pupil w j s h es to help his pupil must be cautious — as wise 
as a serpent, if he wishes to be harmless as a dove. They do 
not enforce the duty of silence or of a retreat from an educa- 
tional effort ; for why should not religious faith share in a man's 
intellectual growth ? Why should a man whose ordinary life 
leads him into the problems of law, or medicine, or any other 
subject, be content with a faith about whose foundations he does 
not allow himself to think ? Is faith in God and in the teachings 
of the Scriptures, then, so dubious and insecure a matter ? Or is 
it impossible for a strong man to have a strong man's faith, as well 
as for the child to have a child's faith ? If it be the duty of the 
teacher to lead his pupils into truth in one branch of knowledge, 
does it become the religious teacher to refuse such a duty ? 

For a man who has new glimpses of religion to refuse to share 
them with others is downright selfishness. In the same propor- 
tion as the one is able to bear should the other reveal. At 
all events, this seems to be the teaching of the life of Christ. 
There is nothing more remarkable in his ministry than his refusal 
to accommodate his teaching to the needs of those who could 
not appreciate it. He turned away thousands where he bound to 
himself but few; and, while it may seem harsh to say it, the 
future of Christianity among an intelligent people will depend, 
not upon its acceptance in a partial or crude form by unthinking 
men and women, but upon the degree of success attending the 
efforts of those who set forth the gospel as a rational, intelli- 
gible revelation of God. 

But what if the teacher be mistaken and his message be not 
true ? 
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Undoubtedly here is a danger. Novelties often masquerade 
as truth. But if a man has trained himself to elementary intel- 
lectual honesty ; if he is less desirous of reputa- 

lf One Has t j on ^an of variety ; if he is himself profoundly 

Truth Teach 

Ij, " convinced that what he believes to be true is true, 

there is nothing for him to do but to teach it. 

Only, out of regard for other men who hold as strongly to the 

opposite, let him flee dogmatism and pride. If any man should 

be humble and prayerful, it is he to whom there has been given 

a new vision of divine truth. Nor should a man cheapen his 

new experience. If Paul had some visions it was not lawful to 

utter, how much more the teacher of today ! 

But these are but cautions. The duty lies on the other side. 

A man must give his pupils the best there is in him ; and if that 

best be new, then, in so far as he believes it true and intelligible 

as truth, must he share it, or be forever an unprofitable servant 

who has hidden his Lord's talent in a napkin. 



